
Homily Notes for 3rd of Easter, Sunday, May 1, 2022 
EASTER III [C] (Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41; Rv 5:11-14; Jn 21:1-19) 

 

1. Theme: The closer we are to Jesus, the more we will have the presence of the Holy Spirit, 
and that closeness is defined not by feeling but by our obedience to the Words of Jesus. The 
Gospel also shows us God in search of man, even when man tries to evade Him.  

 

Scripture lessons: 
2. The first reading, taken from the Acts of the Apostles, tells us how the Holy Spirit transformed 
Peter, whom Jesus had appointed head of his Church, from a man fearful of powerful men into 
a brave witness to the Resurrection. Peter stands before the Jewish Supreme Court – the 
Sanhedrin -- boldly announcing that he and the others must obey God rather than men. Notice 
that this is the result of the forgiveness that Peter experiences in the Gospel. 
 

But Peter and the apostles said in reply, “We must obey God rather than men. The God 
of our ancestors raised Jesus, though you had him killed by hanging him on a tree. God 
exalted him at his right hand as leader and Savior to grant Israel repentance and 
forgiveness of sins. We are witnesses of these things, as is the Holy Spirit whom God has 
given to those who obey him.” (Acts 5:29-32). 

 

3. Let us note a couple of things:  
 

1st, “We must obey God rather than men.” This is why Marxists, Progressives, and other 
dictatorial types don’t want Christians around. We have an independent, God-given standard of 
moral life that demands honesty, truth, good moral behavior. This is why Christianity is the most 
persecuted religion in the world today. 
 

2nd , “We are witnesses of these things, as is the Holy Spirit, that God has given to those who 
obey Him.” Note that it does not way, who believe in Him. Obedience is the measure of a disciple. 
If we want the Holy Spirit to be with us, we must obey the Words of Jesus. How central is this 
obedience! This is why the disciples suffered being whipped and were happy to suffer dishonor 
for the sake of His name. Are we willing to do this? Would we rejoice because we had to suffer 
for or be persecuted for the name of Jesus, for the name of Jesus and His standards? This is 
why, when confirmed, we are named “soldiers of Christ.” 
 
4. The second reading, taken from Revelation (the Apocalypse), presents John’s vision of the 
Risen Lord as the glorified “Lamb of God,” enthroned in Heaven.  The whole of Revelation is an 
expression of Christian hope in the Risen Lord. This is one of the great hymns of the Church. 
“Blessing and honor, glory and power…” Is this the way we believe about Jesus? 
 

“Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches, wisdom and strength, 
honor and glory and blessing.” 
“To the one who sits on the throne (the Father) and to the Lamb be blessing and honor, 
glory and might, forever and ever.” 

 

Do our lives, do our actions, do our words reflect this kind of commitment to Jesus? 
 
5. Today’s Gospel tells the post-Resurrection story of our merciful Savior Who goes in search 
of His band of disappointed and dejected disciples. The incident proves that Jesus’ post-
Resurrection appearances were not mere hallucinations.  In the first part of today’s Gospel, the 



risen Jesus appears to His disciples and gives them a symbol of their mission in a miraculous 
catch of fish followed by a grilled fish breakfast prepared by Jesus himself.  
 
6. Note that the miracle is accomplished in apparently natural means. They just had to obey 
Jesus in casting out the nets once again. But they were the professionals, Jesus the son of the 
carpenter. 
 
7. The number of fish also indicates their mission. In their time. 153 was the known number 
of nations, or cultural groups in the world. This catch represented their apostolic mission to go 
out to the whole world. 
 
 8. The second part is a dialogue between Jesus and Simon where Simon is asked three 
times whether he loves Jesus, and he answers that he does, as if in reparation for his triple 
denial of Jesus.  The two metaphors used in the story, namely fishing and shepherding, are the 
duties of the Church in her missionary work. Peter, as a forgiven sinner, is chosen for the quality 
of his love to serve as leader in a community of brothers and sisters. As his primary mission, 
Peter is given the care of the vulnerable lambs and sheep, and he is told that fidelity to this 
mission will lead him to martyrdom.  

Life Messages 
 

9. We need to open our eyes, ears and hearts wide to see, hear, and experience the Risen 
Lord coming into our lives in various forms, circumstances, and events:  
 

10). The Risen Lord blesses us with success and achievements.  We often fail to 
acknowledge the presence of the Risen Lord behind our unexpected successes, great 
achievements, promotions at work, miraculous healings, and success in relationships.  He is 
right there in our parties, celebrations, and occasions of rejoicing.  
 

11). The Risen Lord is present in our pains and suffering: Acts 9:1-13 tells us how the Risen 
Lord transformed the life of Saul by pushing him down onto the Damascus Road and making 
him temporarily blind.  The same Jesus often visits us in the form of accidents, illnesses, the 
loss of dear ones, pain, suffering, and problems in relationships.  
 

12). The Risen Lord visits us through our friends and well-wishers: He is present in those 
who visit us and encourage us in our sad and desperate moments.  The Risen Lord visits us in 
the form of unexpected help from the least expected persons in our dire needs.  
 

13). The Risen Lord is present in our Christian worship: He is present on our altars during 
the Holy Mass to share His life with us; He is present in the words of Holy Scripture; He is there 
in the Sacraments, and He is there where two or three are gathered in his name (Mt 18: 20).  
 

14. Finally, our most basic point from this morning is, “Are we prepared to defend our 
faith and suffer for it, even if we are persecuted? If so, we will be closer to Jesus and have 
the Holy Spirit with us. 
 
15. The Two Questions: 

1. What does this Mass lead me to offer to God this week on the offering? 
 

2. What is the one thing to help me become the better-version-of-myself that God wants? 


